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General Mitchell, head of the army Air Service. He was sympa-
thetic, but said he could not give us army planes and equipment
without an act of Congress. It would take many months to secure
that, with the issue always in doubt. He advised me not to attempt
it.
The Aero Club of Norway had been almost the only supporter
of Amundsen in his previous campaign to form an Arctic air ex-
pedition. Amundsen got in touch with them again, and there were
indications that we could rely on them for something, provided
we could secure the major part of our fund in the United States.
I had my nest-egg in a Cleveland bank; Amundsen was lecturing.
There was still hope that somehow we might finance our ambition.
Then Father returned to America, and I renewed my pleading.
He was nervous and irritable, and the pressure I was putting upon
him bothered him terribly. Wouldn't he at least see Captain
Amundsen? I begged. Was that asking much—to give himself
the opportunity of meeting familiarly one of the world's historic
men?
"Bring him, then," my father finally cried.  "Bring him."
It was the first break in his defences, the first time his iron opposi-
tion had even sagged. Filled with elation and hope, I awaited
Amundsen's return to New York.
I must present a picture of Father in 1924, when he was seventy-
five years old. Though his hair and moustache were iron-grey, he
was as tall, thin, and erect as ever. His skin was as smooth as that
of a man twenty-five years younger. Yet he was on a swift de-
cline. His second wife, my stepmother, had recently died, and
that had been a great shock to him. His old firmness of thought
was giving way to an uncertain frame of mind that was most
strange in him. He was beginning to vacillate in his judgments.
Five years earlier, I believe, he would have refused to see Amundsen
at all.
Three topics were then occupying his thoughts—the tribulation
I was causing him, his memoirs on which he was at work, and the
selection of a new barber. I can assure the reader that this last
was almost as important with him as the other two. In his diary at
this time there are as many references to the barber problem as
there are to me. •

